
Conversation with Black Students re: The Centre of Excellence for Black Students Achievement

May 3, 2021

Dear Student,

The Toronto District School Board is in the process of creating a new Centre of Excellence for Black Student
Achievement. It is the first of its kind in public education in Canada. The Centre was established, with the explicit
mandate, to dismantle anti-Black racism within the School Board and improve the experiences and academic
outcomes for self-identifying Black or African, Afro-Caribbean students, while actively engaging with their families
and the wider (ACB) community.

At TDSB we understand that all work to support ACB students must be grounded in the goals, strengths, and needs
that students (and their families) identify. We are committed to creating opportunities to i) learn about each student’s
unique aspirations and perspectives, ii) engage with their student voices, iii) strengthen their leadership and sense of
agency, and iv) improve their academic outcomes, social and emotional health and well-being.

The Toronto District School Board would like to invite you to participate in a virtual conversation on May 17, 2021
at 4pm-5:30pm. The discussion will serve as a starting point to deepen your involvement in the process of
actualizing the Centre’s mandates and promote meaningful and collaborative engagement with all ACB students.

In preparation for the focus group discussion, consider the following questions and prepared to share your
ideas and solutions:

1. What do educators need to do within schools and classrooms to affirm the experiences and knowledge
of African, Afro-Caribbean and Black (ACB) students and families?

2. What do educators need to learn to better support the success and achievement of ACB students?
3. Equity practices ensure fair inclusive and respectful treatment of all. Equity also honours and

accommodates the specific needs of individual students to ensure that students are offered fair access
to resources and opportunities. What are some of the ways educators can make classroom spaces more
equitable and safer for ACB students?

To participate in the discussion, complete the registration form by clicking the link
https://forms.gle/wWPXbKWz79tGYFdp7. 

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Grace-Camille Munroe PhD at
gracecamillemunroe@gmail.com. We look forward to your participation in this important discussion about the
Centre!

Sincerely,

Karen Murray
Centrally Assigned Principal
Equity, Anti-Racism, Anti-Oppression
Toronto District School Board


